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Supreme Court debates if it will hear Arizona's racial profiling case, a similar challenge in Texas promises to be
far more complex. A black man won a huge blow to racial profiling in Texas earlier this year when a U.S.
Supreme Court decision made it clear that police cannot make arrests based on a person's appearance. But the
high court did not answer a question about Texas' illegal detention laws: Can police stop people and question
them and even make arrests based on a hunch that the person is involved in criminal activity, and for no
reason other than the fact that they are black or brown? The answer to that question is not "yes." It's "no." The
Texas ruling held that the mere fact that a police officer considers someone to be suspicious based on their
race "stands on no more solid ground than the police officer's subjective assessment that an individual was
'acting suspicious'" and therefore subject to arrest. Other recent court rulings have made it clear that an officer
has to have a "reasonable suspicion" that a person is involved in criminal activity before it is legal to detain or
arrest that person. So a cop can't detain someone on the basis of nothing more than their appearance. The
Texas decision made it clear that the 4th and 14th amendments to the U.S. Constitution prohibit police from
arbitrarily stopping and questioning someone for no reason other than that person being black. The ruling from
the U.S. Supreme Court in June makes it clear that the Texas court's ruling was correct. How does the Texas
case compare with the Arizona case? Texas has an even stricter state constitution and laws than Arizona, and
the U.S. Supreme Court has made it clear that states cannot make the "arbitrary or suspicionless stop" of
someone based on their race. The Texas ruling states that "an officer must be able to articulate something
more than an 'unparticularized suspicion or hunch.' The Texas ruling states that "the government cannot 'pick
out' suspects on the basis of their race alone." It is this "picker-out" effect that Arizona's police department has
been accused of all along. The Texas ruling states that "The Government has not identified any case in which
this Court has upheld an officer's stop on racial grounds
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