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the section Premier League Captain Wayne Rooney was
Arsenal's only scorer as the champions cruised to a
comfortable win over Middlesbrough. The 28-year-old
striker headed in a corner as makeshift left-back Nacho
Monreal's brilliant cross from deep on the left found the
captain's head. The home side were dominated after half-
time and former Arsenal defender Emmanuel Frimpong
came closest to equalising for the Magpies with a shot from
the edge of the area that deflected off Mikel Arteta. Arsenal
have not won at home for three games - two of those draws
- and the third defeat was comprehensively measured.
quote People have the wrong impression that we just put
our hands in our pockets and think, '‘We're safe', say that is
definitely not us They had chances before the break -
manager Arsene Wenger admits his side were fortunate to
be only trailing by a goal. His side attacked with real
purpose in the early exchanges and had two glorious
opportunities to double their advantage inside three
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minutes after Kozak's back-heel and Carl Jenkinson's raking
cross from the right. Nacho Monreal's cross-field ball to the
far post presented Theo Walcott with a simple tap-in but as
Arsenal began to attack more effectively, the visitors found
themselves looking uncharacteristically uncomfortable. It
was an uncomfortable situation in which the striker, who
has not scored for England since before the World Cup, then
went past one of the Middlesbrough defenders and shot
narrowly over from a difficult angle. The home side did not
relent and they did punish their opponents for their lack of
forward presence following the half-time introduction of
Yann M'Vila. The French midfielder was eager to make his
first Premier League start and he collected a hefty thigh
injury after just six minutes, which meant he needed
treatment and was not able to continue. Arsenal slipped up
slightly but it did not matter to the home side - who were
beginning to enjoy their spell of possession - because the
game was coming to an end with their opponents in
despair. Jermaine Jenas, who had been excellent for Boro,
darted away down the left before sending a low cross back
into the area from which Ay
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